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Recycling schedule
The residential and re-

cycling pickup schedule for 
Nov. 23 is plastic, glass and 
metal. Put items 
in blue bags and 
place them on 
the curb.

Post Shorts
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The U.S Army Ordnance 
Mechanical Maintenance School 
hosted a mass re-enlistment cer-
emony as 24 Soldiers raised their 
hands and extended their mili-
tary careers at the Aberdeen Area 
Recreation Center Nov. 10.

The Soldiers hailed from the 
Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 61st Ordnance Bri-
gade and the 16th and 143rd 
Ordnance battalions. 

The Brigade Commander 
Col. Dan J. Reilly, and Brigade 
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert 
Tolbert traveled from Virginia 
for the ceremony. While APG 
is their primary duty location, 
the leaders are splitting time 
between Aberdeen Proving 
Ground and Fort Lee, Va., the 
new home of the U.S. Army 
Ordnance Center and Schools. 

With the re-enlistees gath-
ered on the ballroom stage, Reil-
ly told the audience of Soldiers 
and Family members that every 
one of them was “special.”

“The nation has been at war 
for eight years and these are its 
heroes,” Reilly said, adding that 
nearly all the reenlistees have 

served in the combat zone. “We’re 
proud of them because they know 
what they are facing. They are 
truly treasures.”

“It’s all about teamwork,” 
Tolbert added.

“These Soldiers have decid-

ed to remain members of this 
team,” he said. “Today is a tes-
timony of the good things this 
brigade has to offer.”

He thanked the ceremo-
ny organizers who included 
Master Sgt. Rosalyn Grayson, 

brigade retention noncommis-
sioned officer; Master Sgt. Gail 
Brennan, equal opportunity 
advisor; and retired Command 
Sgt. Maj. Wilfredo Cruz, Army 
Community Service volunteer 
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Aberdeen Proving Ground Garrison lead-
ers joined veterans, Soldiers, Family mem-
bers and community leaders for the annual 
Veterans Day remembrance ceremony held 
at the Aberdeen Memorial Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 10028 in Aberdeen Nov. 11. 

Colonel Orlando W. Ortiz, APG Garrison 
and deputy installation commander and the 
program’s guest speaker., shared remarks on 
the accomplishments of veterans past and the 
legacy they left for today’s Warriors.

The ceremony was moved indoors from 
the Aberdeen Memorial Park due to inclem-
ent weather.

Catholic War Veterans Post 1841, led by 
Milton Feliberty, post commander, hosted 
the event in conjunction with the Bernard L. 
Tobin American Legion Post 128, Korean 

War Veterans Chapter 271 and the VFW.
Retired Lt. Col. William (Randy) Conlon 

of posts 128 and 10028, served as master of 
ceremonies, and the Officer of the Day was 
Robert Hanson, Post 128.

Conlon welcomed all and asked that they 
visit Memorial Park which underwent a 
beautification effort earlier this year.

“A tremendous amount of effort went 
into making the park something we can all 
be proud of,” Conlon said.

Retired Lt. Col. and the Rev. John Bauer 
presented the invocation and benediction. 

Bauer reminded guests that the day 
marked the 91st year since the end of World 
War I when President Woodrow Wilson 
proclaimed Nov. 11 as Armistice Day. He 
offered a prayer of recovery for the nation 
and strength for its veterans.

“Use our veterans to remind us to trust in 
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After more than 19 years of 
training ordnance officers, war-
rant officers and internation-
al students on Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Company E, 16th Ord-
nance Battalion conducted a 
discontinuance ceremony in 
accordance with mission require-
ments under base realignment 
and closure. The ceremony was 
held in the Aberdeen Area Athlet-
ic Center Oct. 16.

The 16th Ordnance Battalion 
Commander Lt. Col. Stephen T. 
Cheng officiated over the cere-
mony that included the casing of 
the Company E, 16th colors.

Cheng talked about the 
decades of ordnance officers 
who received their initial train-
ing in the unit.

“This is a pretty special day 
for us,” Cheng said. “Everyone 

received their first instruction as 
ordnance officers and warrant 
officers right here. We’re talk-
ing about decades and decades 
of Army officers.”

He noted that the unit was 
being discontinued as opposed 
to deactivated.

“You don’t deactivate a 
[Table of distribution and allow-
ances - TDA], you discontinue 
it,” Cheng said.

Noting that due to the discontin-
uance, there would be no incom-
ing commander, Cheng expressed 
high praise for company com-

mander Capt. Rachel Wills. He 
said he worked with Wills for 15 
months and was “impressed by 
her dedication to the job.”

“She is driven by a sincere 
desire to do what’s right for her 
unit, her Soldiers and the Army,” 

ECBC, MRICD spon-
sor blood drive today

The Edgewood Chemical 
Biological Center and the U.S. 
Army Medical Research Insti-
tute of Chemical Defense will 
jointly sponsor an Armed Ser-
vices Blood Drive, 8 a.m. to 
noon, today at the Hoyle Gym-
nasium, building E-4210. 

While everyone prepares 
to celebrate Thanksgiving and 
thinks about their blessings, 
remember to thank the troops by 
donating blood. A cornucopia of 
goodies (refreshments and priz-
es) will be available for donors. 
For more information or for an 
appointment, visit https://www.
militarylifeforce.com/.

FMWR Holiday 
Bazaar today

FMWR will hold a Holiday 
Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Nov. 
19, at the Aberdeen Area Rec-
reation Center, building 3326. 

For more information, call 
410-278-4011, or visit www.
apgmwr.com.

KUSAHC closes early 
today

Kirk U.S. Army Health 
Clinic will be closed for its Fall 
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Garrison commander lauds uncommon valor 
of Warriors during Veterans Day gathering

OMMS Soldiers ‘stay with the 
team’ during mass re-enlistment

APG CFC Office

The Aberdeen Proving Ground Com-
bined Federal Campaign exceeded the 
$235,000 mark with more than 795 
donors contributing toward the target 
goal of 3,000 participants. 

The CFC Office congratulates the 
CECOM-LCMC and PEO Integration 
Office, the APG Garrison’s religious sup-
port office and the 22d Chemical Battal-
ion (Technical Escort) for exceeding their 
tenant goals.

The CFC Book Fair in Top of the 
Bay’s Down Under remains open for 
business with more than 2,000 books 

CFC contributions 
continue to grow

From left, Milton Feliberty, the commander of Catholic War Veterans Post 1841; Elizabeth Kruger of 
post 1841 and Officer of the Day Robert Hanson salute after placing the Wreath for the Future during 
the Veterans Day ceremony at Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10028 in Aberdeen Nov. 11.

Company E 16th discontinues in accordance with BRAC requirements

Maryland Boulevard 
work continues

DPW

Daisy Construction will continue work-
ing on Maryland Boulevard this week with 
the following tentative schedule:  

Thursday, Nov. 19 - Mill inbound lanes 
of Maryland Boulevard from Susquehan-
na Avenue to Darlington Street. Work 
will occur from 6 p.m. Thursday evening 
until 5 a.m., Friday morning. Inbound 
Maryland Boulevard will be closed from 
Combat Drive to Susquehanna Avenue. 
Use Combat Drive or Deer Creek Loop 

For more information, contact Jer-
ry Norris, Directorate of  Public Works, 
410-306-1159. 

See CFC, page 8

See TRAFFIC, page 6

Company E, 16th Ordnance Battalion 1st Sgt. Byrd Johnson Jr., right, and company commander Capt. Rachel M. 
Wills, left, case the unit colors during a Discontinuance Ceremony in the Aberdeen Area Athletic Center Oct. 16.

See COMPANY E, page 14

See VETERANS, page 15

Colonel Dan J. Reilly, commander of the 61st Ordnance Brigade, Ordnance Mechanical Maintenance School, 
administers the Oath of Enlistment to 24 Soldiers during a mass re-enlistment ceremony at the Aberdeen Area 
Recreation Center Nov. 10.

See RE-ENLIST, page 2
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Three Aberdeen Proving Ground 
youths who participated in the Army Fam-
ily Action Plan symposium – a three day 
conference focused on quality of life issues 
that was held at Top of the Bay in October 
– were recognized for their contributions 
during a visit to the Aberdeen Area Youth 
Center by Garrison leaders Oct. 24.

Colonel Orlando Ortiz, APG Garri-
son and deputy installation commander, 
and Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rodney 
Rhoades congratulated the youths and pre-
sented them with Garrison coins during an 
informal assembly in the center’s gym.

“They took part in a weeklong conver-
sation presenting problems they wanted 
us to address on your behalf,” Ortiz told 
the gathering.

Recognized were Ashlee Menzies and 
Germanie Lewis of the AA Youth Center 
and Rebecca Ann Jackson of the Edge-
wood Area.

“Kids can make a difference,” said 
Jackson, a 12-year-old 7th grader. “I vol-
unteered because I thought it would be 
nice to represent the Edgewood Area, 
and I hope more [youths] volunteer so 
we have better ideas to present.”

Menzies said the trio presented ideas 
about recycling and other suggestions to 
improve the environment.

“I wanted to be a part of it [AFAP] 

because I like helping,” the 15-year-old 
10th grader said. “I learned a lot about 
the suggestion process, and I’d like to 
do it again.”

Menzies father, Staff Sgt. Lee Menzies, 
Company A ,16th Ordnance Battalion, and 
his wife Tiffany Menzies said their daugh-
ter consistently tries to help others.

“She volunteers here every day,” Tif-
fany Menzies said. “She’s always look-
ing to make a difference.”

“We’re very proud of her,” Staff Sgt. 
Menzies added. “She’s just a bright, futur-
istic teenager who likes to stay involved.”

Lewis was unable to attend the 
ceremony.

Also in attendance was Wilfredo Cruz 
of the Army Community Service volunteer 
program who co-coordinated the AFAP and 
Norma Warwick, AA Youth Center lead.

A retired command sergeant major, 
Cruz told the youths he was grateful that 
his son attended the youth center which he 
said “promotes community involvement.”

“Having this center is a wonderful 
thing, and the youths we’re here to rec-
ognize did an outstanding job for you 
and the community,” Cruz said.

Warwick said the three honorees, 
along with all youth center members, 
learn the ‘Six Pillars of Character’ which 
are similar to the Army Values.

“They’re just a sample of the positive 
work being done by our young people,” 
Warwick said. “They did a fantastic job.”

American Forces Press Service

President Barack Obama pledged his 
support of military members and their 
Families and said Americans have a 
“solemn obligation” to preserve their 
well-being in his proclamation declaring 
November as Military Family Month. 

The proclamation reads: 
“No one pays a higher price for our 

freedom than members of our nation’s 
military and their Families. As sons and 
daughters, husbands and wives, and 
mothers and fathers are deployed, mil-
itary Families endure with exception-
al resilience and courage. They provide 
our troops with invaluable encourage-
ment and love, and serve our nation in 
their own right. During Military Fami-
ly Month, we honor the Families of our 
Armed Forces and thank them for their 
dedication to our country. 

“Though only a small percentage of 
our nation’s population, our troops bear 
the great responsibility of protecting our 
people. They, along with their Families, 
serve us every day with courage and 
dignity. Ensuring that military Families 
receive the respect they deserve and the 
support they have earned is a top prior-
ity for my administration. 

“The strength of our nation is mea-

sured not just by our success on the bat-
tlefield, but also by our ability to support 
those Families who have made so many 
sacrifices for us. Time and again, mili-
tary Families have shown their heart in 
the face of adversity. We have a solemn 
obligation to ensure that while our men 
and women in uniform discharge their 
duties, we do all we can to promote and 
preserve the well-being of their Families. 
We must also support the Families of our 
wounded warriors and our fallen heroes 
who have paid the ultimate price for the 
freedoms we enjoy. 

“This month, we celebrate the tre-
mendous contributions of military 
Families, convey to them our deepest 
respect and appreciation, and recommit 
ourselves to their support. 

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK 
OBAMA, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authori-
ty vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do here-
by proclaim November 2009 as Military 
Family Month. I call on all Americans 
to honor military Families through pri-
vate actions and public service for the 
tremendous contributions they make in 
the support of our service members and 
our nation.”

President proclaims 
Military Family Month

AFAP youths awarded for efforts

APG Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rodney Rhoades, left, chats with Rebecca Ann Jackson, cen-
ter and Ashlee Menzies, right, after presenting them with Garrison coins at the Aberdeen Area 
Youth Center Oct. 24. 


